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Core: Reading: Word Recognition, Fluency & Vocabulary Development 
Topic: 8.1.1 Literal and Figurative Language  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Create an original analogy or idiom for a given vocabulary 

word. 

 Write an ad for a housekeeper who only understands 
similes and metaphors. 

 Write an extended metaphor poem. 

 After studying comparisons, create an original simile or 
metaphor (connecting an abstract concept to a concrete 
object) to demonstrate understanding. 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.1.1 analyze idioms and comparisons (e.g., analogies, metaphors, and 
similes) to infer the literal and figurative meanings of phrases  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Illustrate an idiom to show its literal or figurative meaning. 

 Write the literal and figurative meaning of a given idiom. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or Academic Vocabulary terminology such as: 
o infer, analogies, metaphors, similes, idioms 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o recognizes or recalls examples of literal and figurative language 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Label examples of figurative language as similes or 
metaphors. 

 Identify similes and metaphors in a short story or poem. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Reading- Literary Text 
Topic:  8.3.2 Plot  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Analyze how a sub plot affects the plot of a literary text 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.3.2 evaluate the structural elements of the plot, such as subplots, parallel 
episodes; the elements of plot development; and the way in which conflicts 
are (or are not) addressed and resolved  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 A book, such as Holes by Louis Sachar, and discuss how the 
plot is developed, including the climax and its  resolution 
and how different subplots are incorporated into the story 

 Distinguish the main plot from the many subplots in the 
play “The Diary of Anne Frank.” 

 Arrange given details from a short story or play onto a 
story map.  

 “Flowers for Algernon” 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o elements of plot, subplot, parallel episode 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o describes the key parts of plot development in grade level 

appropriate texts 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Arrange elements of plot onto a story map.  

 Define elements of plot 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Reading Literary Text 
Topic: 8.3.5 Themes  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Create an original work modeling a recurring theme 

presented in a literary text. 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.3.5 analyze recurring themes (such as good versus evil) that appear 
frequently across traditional and contemporary works (such as The Call of the 
Wild, Dogsong, and Never Cry Wolf) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Using the universal theme of acceptance, compare From 
“Flowers for Algernon” with “The Medicine Bag.” 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o theme 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o recognizes themes that appear frequently across traditional and 

contemporary works 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using a list of themes, identify the common theme in two 
stories. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Informational Text: Structure, Comprehension and Analysis 
Topic: 8.2.9 Draw Conclusions  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Choose a newspaper crime report, and then use the given 

information to reconstruct the scenario presented. 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.2.9 make reasonable statements and draw conclusions about a grade-level 
appropriate text, supporting them with accurate examples  (Such as “Caught 
by the Sea” by Gary Paulsen) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Contrast the persuasive techniques used in “Position on 
Dodgeball in Physical Education” and “The Weak Shall 
Inherit the Gym,” using examples from each text.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o drawing conclusions 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o recognizes a logical conclusion based on a grade-level 

appropriate text 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading “Position on Dodgeball in Physical Education,” 
choose, from a list, the logical conclusions that support the 
author’s purpose. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Writing - Processes and Features 
Topic: 8.4.9 Revision  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Revise and rewrite another student’s work. 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.4.9 revise writing for word choice; appropriate organization; consistent 
point of view; and transitions among paragraphs, passages, and ideas  
The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Highlight incorrect areas and independently revise a rough 
draft for appropriate word choice, organization, 
transitions, etc. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Terminology such as: 
o transitions, point of view, specific nouns, active verbs 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o revises writing based on teacher or peer feedback 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Using teacher or peer feedback, revise writing. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Writing - Processes and Features 
Topic: 8.4.10 Organization and Focus  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 After reading a written work, create an organizational 

structure that will change the genre of the piece (such as 
make a narrative into something informational). 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.4.10 create an organizational structure for a five paragraph essay (creative 
introduction with a thesis statement, body paragraphs with topic sentences, 
conclusion) that balances all aspects of the composition and uses effective 
transitions between sentences to unify important ideas  

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Student will create and outline showing all major parts of 
the 5 paragraph essay and use it to create a composition 
about a given idea. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o creative introduction, thesis statement, body paragraph, 

topic sentence, conclusion, transition 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o uses a teacher given organizational structure for a composition 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Student is given an outline template to create an 
organizational structure. 

 Student is able to recognize and label the parts of a 5 
paragraph essay in a given text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Writing - Applications 
Topic: 8.5.2 Literary Response & Analysis  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 

 Create a new ending… 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications with partial 
success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.5.2 write responses to grade-level appropriate literature that:  
o demonstrate careful reading and insight into interpretations  
o connect response to the writer's techniques and to specific textual 

references 
o make supported inferences about the effects of a literary work on its 

audience 
o support statements with evidence from the text 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 After carefully reading “The Lady or The Tiger” by 
Frank Stockton, write a response that uses elements 
in the story to support their opinions on the work, its 
effect on its audience, and the author’s style.  

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge of the 3.0 
content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o interpretations, inferences, writer’s technique, audience 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o responds to a given text by demonstrating insight into 

interpretations using specific textual references 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 After reading “The Lady or the Tiger?” by Frank 
Stockton, complete a graphic organizer that will 
identify possible outcomes and support each outcome 
with evidence from the text. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions regarding the 3.0 
content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes and some of the 
more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: English Language Conventions 
Topic: 8.6.4 Grammar  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Manipulate grammar for stylistic purposes (re-write 

“Jabberwocky” in correct English or re-write a passage 
from The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn using correct 
English). 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.6.4 use correct grammar (such as subject/verb agreement and pronoun 
antecedents) and punctuation (such as colons and semicolons) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Compose a text that is free of subject/ verb agreement 
errors. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o subject, verb, pronoun, antecedent, colon, semicolon 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o edits a given text based on teacher/peer feedback  
o recognizes correct usage of subject/verb agreement, pronoun 

antecedents and punctuation (colons and semicolons) 
However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 Given a sentence in isolation, students can identify subject/ 
verb/ pronoun and antecedents.  They can also correctly 
place a colon or semi-colon. 

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 
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Core: Listening and Speaking 
Topic: 8.7.9 Visual  

Grade: Eighth 
Score 
4.0 

In addition to Score 3.0, in-depth inferences and applications that go beyond 
what was taught. 

Sample Tasks 
 Create a political cartoon to demonstrate an opinion on a 

current event. 

 3.5 In addition to score 3.0 performance, in-depth inferences and applications 
with partial success. 

 

Score 
3.0 

The student is expected to: 

 8.7.9 interpret and evaluate the various ways in which visual image makers 
(such as graphic artists, illustrators, and news photographers) communicate 
information and affect impressions and opinions (such as political cartoons) 

The student exhibits no major errors or omissions. 

 Students will find a political cartoon from a current event 
and analyze its meaning. 

 2.5 No major errors or omissions regarding 2.0 content and partial knowledge 
of the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
2.0 

There are no major errors or omissions regarding the simpler details and 
processes as the student:  

 recognizes or recalls Academic Vocabulary such as: 
o imagery, political cartoon 

 performs basic processes, such as:  
o describes ways pictures affect impressions and opinions 

However, the student exhibits major errors or omissions regarding the more 
complex ideas and processes. 

 In “Rules of the Game” answer the “Analyze Visual” 
question about the photograph.  

   1.5 Partial knowledge of the 2.0 content but major errors or omissions 
regarding the 3.0 content 

 

Score 
1.0 

With help, a partial understanding of some of the simpler details and processes 
and some of the more complex ideas and processes. 

 0.5 With help, a partial understanding of the 2.0 content but not the 3.0 
content 

Score 
0.0 

Even with help, no understanding or skill demonstrated. 

 


